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§ 160D-704.  Incentives. 

(a) For the purpose of reducing the amount of energy consumption by new development, 

a local government may adopt ordinances to grant a density bonus, make adjustments to 

otherwise applicable development requirements, or provide other incentives within its planning 

and development regulation jurisdiction, if the person receiving the incentives agrees to construct 

new development or reconstruct existing development in a manner that the local government 

determines, based on generally recognized standards established for such purposes, makes a 

significant contribution to the reduction of energy consumption and increased use of sustainable 

design principles. 

(b) In order to encourage construction that uses sustainable design principles and to 

improve energy efficiency in buildings, a local government may charge reduced building permit 

fees or provide partial rebates of building permit fees for buildings that are constructed or 

renovated using design principles that conform to or exceed one or more of the following 

certifications or ratings: 

(1) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification or 

higher rating under certification standards adopted by the U.S. Green Building 

Council. 

(2) A One Globe or higher rating under the Green Globes program standards 

adopted by the Green Building Initiative. 

(3) A certification or rating by another nationally recognized certification or 

rating system that is equivalent or greater than those listed in subdivisions (1) 

and (2) of this subsection.  (2019-111, s. 2.4; 2020-3, s. 4.33(a); 2020-25, s. 

51(a), (b), (d).) 


